
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knotweed: The 4 W’s (What, Where, When, & Why)  
 

 

What is knotweed? 

Why should I care? 

Fallopia Japonica, commonly 

known as knotweed, is an exotic, 

invasive1 perennial plant. It grows 

as tall as 10 to 12 feet, with reddish, 

hollow stalks (figure 1) that are 

swollen at the nodes (figure 2). The 

flowers are white and look like 

spikes protruding from the stem 

(figure 3). The heart-shaped leaves 

can grow up to 6 inches in length, 

with smooth edges that alternate 

positions on the stem (figure 4).2 

 

 

Knotweed begins to grow in the 

early spring, and flowers in the late 

summer (July and August).3 As 

colder temperatures kill the foliage, 

the hollow stems and root system 

remain viable, meaning they return 

every spring and summer.3 

Knotweed can grow in a number of 

places – from roadsides to 

riversides. Like most invasive 

species, knotweed thrives in 

disturbed landscapes. Most areas 

with moist soil and plenty of sun 

are hospitable spaces for 

knotweed.2  

Knotweed patches negatively impact surrounding ecosystems. 

Native plants are displaced as knotweed leafs out earlier, thus 

claiming more soil and sun. This results in a lack of ecosystem 

diversity4, thus leading to low ecosystem resiliency.5 

Lacking the deep root structure native plants provide, 

Knotweed’s shallow, widespread root system results in higher 

rates of erosion and sediment runoff.3 Knotweed roots are 

considered to be rhizomes6, which alter soil chemistry and 

quality, thus limiting the success of nearby native species.7 

Lastly, given the height knotweed can reach, recreational spaces 

and scenic views are obstructed.3 In extreme cases, doing 

nothing may reduce your property value as knotweed can grow 

through and undermine sidewalks, driveways, and foundations. 

Knotweed spreads by seed, but mostly by its rhizomes. Knotweed can re-sprout and re-root if any plant 

material is left alive (i.e. the rhizomes underground). Therefore, manually pulling knotweed out, mowing 

over it, treating a patch with an herbicide, or any combination of things may contribute to further spread 

and heartier patches if not managed by a professional. Knotweed patches are best removed and managed by 

professional conservationists.  

If you find knotweed on public property, give the Public Works Forestry Section a call at 847-432-0807. 

When and where is it? Figure 3 

Figure 2 

Figure 4 

Figure 1 

How you can help 

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Pages/ExoticsHome.aspx
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Pages/ExoticsHome.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/knotweed_BCP_372280_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/knotweed_BCP_372280_7.pdf
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2017-12-07/major-study-shows-species-loss-destroys-essential-ecosystems/
https://www.britannica.com/science/rhizome

